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The WA Branch Committee of the Australian institute of Health & Safety is pleased to
announce that the 2022 WA Safety Symposium will be held on 25th November 2022 at
CURTIN University, Bentley. 

The theme this year, "Embrace – Adapt - Thrive"

A series of speakers will speak to the symposium theme, reflecting the progress in the
WHS law reform, WHS practice in a dynamic modern workplace, navigating psychosocial
hazards, and using research, technology and enhanced techniques to thrive and succeed
practically. 

Our confirmed program of speakers include: Mr Darren Kavanaugh (WorkSafe
Commissioner), Mr Chris White (Chief Executive Officer - WorkCover WA), Ms Zoe Nation
(HFIntegration); Ms Sandra Lam (FIFOFocus); Dr Kim McClean (Director WHS and
Adjunct Associate Professor); Dr Renee Carey (Senior Research Fellow – Curtin
University); and Mr Michael Morgan (Managing Director WHS Foundations), and many
more industry experts.

This sharing of the principles, intent and perspectives will be insightful to a broad cross
section of public and private industry as well as academics and health and safety
practitioners and professionals.

This Conference is an opportunity for your organisation to:
• Engage with leaders in this important field
• Demonstrate that you remain at the cutting edge of WHS legislation
• Contribute to Work Health and Safety throughout Western Australia
We look forward to your support as we continue to build partnerships and provide new
opportunities to all service suppliers and providers – Join us in 2022!

ABOUT THE PERTH SAFETY SYMPOSIUM

SYMPOSIUM DETAILS 
When: Friday, 25 November 2022
Time: 8:30am - 5:00pm
Where: Curtin University, Elizabeth Jolley Lecture Theatre, Building 210, Bentley, WA 6102

Register today at www.aihs.org.au/events

Early Bird Rates: Ends 1st November 2022
AIHS Member $210+GST
Non-Member & Join AIHS $410+GST
Student Member $110+GST

Standard Rates: 2nd November 2022
AIHS Member $275+GST
Non-Member & Join AIHS $495+GST
Student Member $150+GST



GETTING HERE
Where: Curtin University
             Elizabeth Jolley Lecture Theatre
             Building 210
             Bentley, WA 6102

Register today at www.aihs.org.au/events

Car Parking
AIHS offers all attendees complimentary parking. Guests can park in any yellow
zones on campus, the closest carpark would be PI1.  To claim your parking please 
fill in your details here and enter the claimable code 88470
 

Further Information can be found here 

Public Transport
The Curtin Central bus interchange is one of the busiest in Perth, with several
services stopping frequently during semester. In addition, many of the bus routes
have additional stops on the outside roads of Kent Street, Hayman Road and
Manning Road that encircle our Perth (Bentley) campus.

https://link.mazemap.com/OqriGaSC
https://vpermit.com.au/curtin/ClaimableEvents/Claim
http://properties.curtin.edu.au/transport/
http://properties.curtin.edu.au/transport/


Registration

Introduction
Bill Byrne & Dr Matt Davies                               

Welcome to Country     
Robyn Collard      

Welcome from AIHS WA Branch                                
Celia Antonovsky, WA Branch Chair, AIHS

Welcome and official opening of symposium 
Pro Vice-Chancellor, Professor Helen McCutcheon, Faculty of Health Sciences

AIHS HQ update
Julia Whitford. Chief Executive Officer, AIHS

The State of WHS in WA - Legislation update: Transition to a new future
Darren Kavanagh, Commissioner, WorkSafe WA

The State of WC & IM in WA - Pathway ahead update
Mr Chris White,  Chief Executive Officer, WorkCover

Regulatory changes - Early insights of business leaders understanding 
(WHS Due diligence and increased shared duties) 
Michael Morgan, Managing Director, WHS Foundation

Research corner - Introduction of Researchers impacting our future 
workplace understanding

Keynote: Risk decision making and other public health and social 
measures  - lessons from the COVID19 Public Health Response
Dr Andy Robertson CSC PSM, WA Chief Health Officer and Assistant Director 
General, Public and Aboriginal Health Division, WA Department of Health

WHSC - Covid national guidelines for workplaces
Jennifer Long, Director | Work Health & Safety and Health Policy, ACCI, WA 

Adapting work design to meet a deadly occupational dust disease 
epidemic: the re-emergence of silica induced lung disease in workplaces
Dr Renee Carey - Senior Research Fellow, Curtin University

Register today at www.aihs.org.au/events
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KeyNote: How to adapt and thrive in our approach to safety by aligning 
with human and operational performance principles (HOP)
Zoë Nation, Human & Organisational Performance | Human Factors, HF 
Integration

Moving from mental health to mentally healthy workplaces
Sandra Lam, Managing Director, FIFOFocus 

Regulators focus on psychosocial hazards and health monitoring                
Sally North, Presented by Sally North, Director WorkSafe Service Industries and 
Specialists, DMIRS 

Developing Successful Business Cases for Work, Health and Safety 
resources or initiatives
Dr Kim McClean, Director Work Health and Safety, NMHS OSH Department 
Adjunct Associate Professor Edith Cowan University
Panel Q&A

Technology - friend or foe to the OHS professional and the workplace

Murujuga project - Implementing WHS in a dynamic and contentious 
workplace setting 
(OHS in a context with high community, industrial, and social concern)
Dr Ryan Mead-Hunter, Senior Lecturer, Curtin University

BoK - The free resource at your finger-tips - yet under utilised
Alastair Milne, WA Branch, AIHS

Thank you from the major sponsor
Michael Morgan, Managing Director, WHS Foundations               

AIHS WA - - That’s a wrap !!
Bill Byrne, Matt Davies & Celia Antonovsky

Networking Forum 
Drinks & Canapes
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OUR PRESENTERSOUR SPEAKERS

Darren Kavanagh , Commissioner, WorkSafe WA

Health and safety has been a central focus throughout Darren Kavanagh’s working career. He
has more than twenty years’ experience in occupational safety and health across diverse
industries. Darren’s appointment to the role of WorkSafe Western Australia Commissioner is
the culmination of this experience and his commitment to health and safety. His previous
position was with the Federal Department of Defence as Assistant Director of Estate
Management and Planning. Darren was appointed to the WorkSafe Commissioner position in
December 2018 and with the adoption of the WHS Act 2020 the WorkSafe Commissioner is
now the Regulator for safety and health across Western Australia.

Pro Vice-Chancellor, Professor Helen McCutcheon, Faculty of Health Sciences
 Curtin University
Helen McCutcheon commenced at Curtin in May 2019 as the DPVC Faculty of Health
Sciences, prior to this she was Head: School of Nursing, Midwifery and Social Work at UQ.
Before returning to Australia in mid-2015 Helen was the Executive Dean at the Florence
Nightingale Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery and Vice Principal International for Health at
King’s College London.
Helen’s areas of expertise are in leadership and change management. Her research has
been in both nursing and midwifery with a focus on patient outcomes, caring for the older
patient in acute care and experience based co-design.  She was made an honorary Vice
President of the Florence Nightingale Foundation in the UK for her contributions to nursing.

Julia Whitford, Chief Executive Officer, Australian Institute of Health and Safety
Julia brings over 20 year's knowledge and experience from membership-based organisations,
primarily in the not-for-profit sector. She previously held the position of Chief Operating Officer
at the Australian HR Institute (AHRI). Julia has demonstrated significant achievements in
member experience and loyalty, commercial growth, and customer and stakeholder
relationships. She has built and executed business strategy and provides the leadership and
vision necessary to effectively grow organisations to ensure their financial strength. Julia
holds an MBA from the Australian Institute of Business.

Mr Chris White, Chief Executive Officer, WorkCover WA
Chris White was appointed Chief Executive Officer in November 2019. Chris has more than
40 years’ experience in workers’ compensation and occupational safety and health policy in
Western Australia. Mr White has held senior policy and management roles at both WorkCover
WA and WorkSafe WA.

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/nursing/Index-new.aspx


OUR PRESENTERSOUR SPEAKERS

Michael Morgan, Managing Director, WHS Foundation
Michael Morgan is an AIHS certified occupational health and safety professional, and an
employment and safety lawyer. Michael has had an interesting and varied career in work
health and safety commencing with army services as a special forces medical specialist
before transitioning to the business world in various H&S management roles for multi-national
and global organisations. After his H&S consulting practice RiskLink was acquired by a global
insurance group in 2015, Michael qualified as a lawyer practicing in employment and safety
law with Kott Gunning Lawyers. In August this year, 

Michael was appointed as the new managing director of the Industrial Foundation for Accident
Prevention (IFAP). Michael is also a member of the AIHS Ethics and Professional Conduct
Committee and a passionate advocate for work health and safety. 

Matt Davies,  Associate Lecturer, Curtin University
Following work in numerous ‘hand-on’ jobs Matthew completed a degree in environmental
science and psychology, Graduate Diploma in OHS, and a residential Occupational Hygiene
program at the NOHSC (Sydney University). Over the past thirty years Matthew has
undertaken a wide range of consultancies, industry research, OHS training, and academic
teaching, and holds a special interest in occupational health, hygiene, OHS management and
ethics.  Matthew is a Fellow of the Australian Institute for Health and Safety (AIHS), the recent
Chair of the AIHS Ethics Committee, Chartered OHS Professional, and a member of the
Occupational Health Society. Matthew has been an appointed expert member of the Western
Australian Commission of Occupational Safety and Health since 2006. Matthew’s PhD
research was an epidemiological investigation of the respiratory health and fume exposure of
480 welders in WA. 
. 

Dr Andy Robertson, CSC PSM, WA Chief Health Officer and Assistant Director 
General, Public and Aboriginal Health Division, WA Department of Health

Jennifer Long, Director | Work Health & Safety and Health Policy, ACCI, WA 

Andy took up his current role in June 2018, having joined WA Health in 2003 in the role of
Director, Disaster Preparedness and Management. In his time at WA Health, Andy has led the
Australian Medical Relief team into the Maldives post tsunami, managed the Department’s
response to the 2005 Bali bombing, led a team into Indonesia after the Yogyakarta
earthquakes in 2006, worked as the Radiation Health Adviser to the Australian Embassy after
the Fukushima nuclear incident in 2011, and conducted the AUSMAT needs assessment in
Nepal after the Nepal earthquake in 2015. Andy served in the Royal Australian Navy,
completing three tours of Iraq as a Biological Weapons Chief Inspector with the United Nations
Special Commission in 1996 and 1997.

Jennifer acts as a leading advocate for employers in the design, implementation and operation
of Australia’s national and state legislative frameworks governing WHS and workers’
compensation. She is an appointed member of a number of Federal advisory committees for
Workers’ Compensation, Work Health and Safety, Mental Health and Health. With primary
qualifications in psychology and safety, Jennifer’s expertise is in workplace psychosocial
issues, behavioral safety, workers’ compensation and safety leadership and culture.



OUR PRESENTERSOUR SPEAKERS

Sandra is the Managing Director of FIFO Focus, a psychology firm that empowers individuals
to become mentally resilient, and supports organisations to handle the complexities of
psychological health among remote workers. She is an endorsed organisational psychologist
with over two decades of industry experience in the public and private sectors, in Australia and
overseas. Throughout her career, Sandra has assisted organisations to improve organisational
performance by making workplaces safer, more engaging, and more enjoyable. She does this
by coaching individuals to become resilient and mentally tough, builds effective and
psychologically safe teams, supports leaders to leverage their strengths and develop
supportive characteristics, and partners with organisations to create psychologically healthy
workplaces.

Sandra Lam, Managing Director, FIFO Focus

Sally North, Director WorkSafe Service Industries and Specialists
Sally North has qualifications in chemistry, occupational safety and health, business
administration and occupational hygiene. Sally leads a directorate of WorkSafe inspectors,
focusing on occupational health and hygiene, human factors, ergonomics, plant and
engineering as well as OSH compliance in specific industries. 

Sally will discuss how recent events have influenced the direction of WorkSafe, including the
2017 Machinery of Government changes bringing together resources safety and general
industries safety, the role of the independent WorkSafe Commissioner, state and national
inquiries relevant to work health and safety, and of course the commencement of the Work
Health and Safety legislation in WA. The regulatory approach, contextualised to the three sets
of regulations, the approach to compliance and enforcement, and the use of expertise in
relation to emerging issues will be highlighted. 

Zoë Nation, Human & Organisational Performance | Human Factors,
HF Integration

Zoë is passionate about involving those closest to the work to solve safety and performance
challenges. She is expert in applying Human Factors (HF) and Human and Organisational
Performance (HOP) to support organisations to advance safety management and operational
learning. She started consulting 20 years ago with rail, oil & gas, healthcare, mining,
manufacturing and aviation industries and spent 10 years as the lead HF / HOP advisor for
Chevron Australia. She has helped organisations improve by doing safety differently and is
keen to share what she has learnt from these successes and (many) failures along the way.

Dr Renee Carey is a postdoctoral research fellow with a particular interest in lifestyle causes of
cancer. She has a PhD in Psychology from Murdoch University. Renee was previously the
project coordinator of a large-scale epidemiological survey investigating current occupational
exposure to carcinogens, the Australian Work Exposures Study (AWES). Her current research
looks at the future burden of cancer resulting from current occupational and lifestyle exposures. 

Dr Renee Carey, Senior Research Fellow, Curtin University



OUR PRESENTERSOUR SPEAKERS

Ryan is currently involved in teaching at both the undergraduate and postgraduate levels, and
the supervision of Master's Research Projects.

His research Interests include Air Quality, Filtration, Modelling and Simulation

Dr Ryan Mead-Hunter  - Senior Lecturer, Curtin University

Alistair Milne  - WA Branch Committee

A caring and professional facilitator from a diverse background, Alastair has extensive
experience in managing organisational factors, which impact Safety, Mental Health, Wellness
and Engagement.

 Qualified in Science, Safety, Coaching and Change with the ability to help create safe
spaces. Alastair’s mission is to help people feel cared for by their organisation.

Dr. Kim McClean is the Director of Work, Health and Safety at the North Metropolitan Health
Service and is also an Adjunct Associate Professor at Edith Cowan University within the
School of Medical and Health Sciences. She has over 15 years of experience in Occupational
Safety Management roles in Police, Prisoner Management, Media, Production, Logistics,
Health Services and Corporate environments. She has completed a PhD at Edith Cowan
University examining Manual Handling risks to Healthcare staff who manage obese patients,
and also lectures in post-graduate WHS units at Edith Cowan University relating to Safety and
Risk Management. 

Dr Kim McClean, Director Work Health and Safety, NMHS OSH Department
Adjunct Associate Professor Edith Cowan University
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