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Keep a weather eye on mental health
Our feature article this week touches on COVID-19 and mental health – a conversation
which will last for years as it all plays out over time. Today, there are a lot of people who
may have never experienced depression or anxiety in their lives before, until just recently.
It’s new and can be a fearful thing. If you’re struggling, talk about it to family or friends
around you (if you can), see a doctor, or call a helpline to talk to a good listener.
Have a great week.
David Clarke

INDUSTRY NEWS

COVID-19 halves positive mental health
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=3137

Serious workers’ compensation claims
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states in 2020

fall by 9 per cent across Australia

There has been a significant impact on

Over the past five years, the incident rate

psychological health and wellbeing in 2020
as a result of organisational changes and

of serious workers’ compensation claims
has decreased by 9 per cent across

other restrictions put in place in response

Australia from 10.3 claims per 1000

to COVID-19, according to a recent
analysis.

employees in 2013–14 to 9.4 per cent in
2017–18, according to a new Safe Work
Australia analysis.

Read full story
Read full story

How can people make better
judgements about risk?
“Expert intuition” can help people make
faster and more accurate judgements
about risk, reducing the likelihood of
incidents and improving OHS outcomes for
organisations, according to an expert in the
field.
Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=3137

Guidance released on preventing
workplace sexual harassment, violence
and aggression
Safe Work Australia recently released new
national work health and safety guidance to
help organisations prevent workplace
sexual harassment, violence, aggression
and domestic violence.
Read full story
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POLICY & LEGISLATION

Safety alert issued after elevated work
box falls from integrated tool carrier

SA: safety warning issued over dry ice
handling and storage

The NSW Resources Regulator recently
issued a safety alert following an incident in
which a workbox detached and fell two

SafeWork SA recently issued a safety alert
following an incident in which a sealed
glass bottle containing dry ice exploded,

metres from an integrated tool carrier.

resulting in the serious injury of a worker.

Read full story

NT WorkSafe issues safety alert over
unauthorised access to residential
construction sites
NT WorkSafe recently released a safety
alert highlighting the dangers of
unauthorised people accessing residential
construction and demolition sites.

Read full story

NSW: safety warning issued after
unattended haul truck rolls 65 metres
The NSW Resources Regulator recently
issued a safety alert for the mining industry
after an unattended CAT793D haul truck
rolled 65-metres from a workshop
designated parking line and collided with a
pump and infrastructure at a wash bay.

Read full story
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=3137
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Read full story

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The 2021 AIHS Life Membership Award is now open for nominations and will close on
Friday 5 March 2021. This award is presented in acknowledgement of extraordinary
contributions to the field of health and safety. Winners of this award have generally
shown outstanding dedication to the AIHS' various activities, policy work and various
leadership groups. To nominate for Life Membership, please click below to complete the
corresponding online nomination form.
Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS
Ongoing
16 Feb
17 Feb
17 Feb
19 Feb

Giving Voice To Values by Mary Gentile
WA: VR for Safety Training 101
North West Sydney / Central Coast Safety Group
Webinar: Usability Mapping Awareness
Webinar 2: Risk Competency to Improve Safety

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=3137
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SA: Construction companies convicted
and fined $750,000 over industrial pile
driver fatality
Two companies in South Australia have
been fined $750,000 following a worker
crushed to death by an industrial pile driver
at a Port Augusta solar farm in 2018.
Read full story

WA: Alcoa of Australia fined $210,000
after worker falls to death
Alcoa of Australia was recently fined
$210,000 in the Perth Magistrates Court
and ordered to pay $75,000 in costs after a
contractor fell to his death at the company’s
Kwinana Alumina Refinery in 2015.
Read full story

NSW: $70,000 fine issued after opal
field fatality

SA: Principal contractor fined $3600
over asbestos register incident

A $70,000 fine and conviction was recently
handed down over an incident that resulted
in the death of a worker at a mineral claim
in the Mulga Rush Opal Fields near

SafeWork SA recently fined a principal
contractor $3600 after they failed to review
an asbestos register leading to workers
carrying out demolition work being exposed

Lightning Ridge.

to asbestos fibres.

Read full story

Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=3137
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