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Slowing down is still moving forward
As we move into the holiday season, I hope everyone can find the time for some rest and
relaxation after a highly turbulent year. Taking time to relax, as well as seeing friends
and family that you may not have seen for much of the year is important for our wellbeing.
The feature article of this edition is based on the Productivity Commission’s latest report
on mental health. It is a timely reminder of a shift happening within the industry, moving
from protecting our workers against the physical threat of COVID-19, to monitoring how
the stress and anxiety of the past year is affecting psychological wellbeing. Both
lessons that we will take with us into 2021.
Make sure to have a read of the report, and consider how its findings are relevant to not
only your workplace and staff, but yourself.
Have a great week.
David Clarke
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Productivity Commission releases
mental health report

Tackling the challenges of psychological
risk management

Psychological hazards in the workplace
receive less attention than physical

OHS professionals would do well to
approach psychological risk management

hazards, however, such hazards –
including workplace bullying – are
increasingly identified as significant

as an opportunity to better position the
workplace of the future rather than seeing it
as a potential threat, according to Scott

contributors to psychological injuries,
according to a recent Productivity
Commission report.

Paine, Managing Director of Work Science.
Read full story

Read full story

New campaign puts spotlight on
electrical risks

Safe Work Australia issues safety
warning about falls from height

The NSW Government is urging

Workers most at risk of death and serious

consumers to have safety switches
installed in their homes as part of a new
campaign doubling down on electrical

injury as a result of falls from height are
those in the construction industry, with
most fatalities caused by falls from

safety.

buildings or other structures, according to
Safe Work Australia data.
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Read full story
Read full story

POLICY & LEGISLATION

NT: safety alert issued over overhead
electrical infrastructure

NSW: $3.3 million funding for improving
farm OHS

NT WorkSafe recently issued a safety alert
about potential electrical safety risks posed
by damaged, defective or degraded
overhead electrical infrastructure.

The NSW Government has announced
$3.3 million in funding to support safety on
NSW farms.
Read full story

Read full story
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Safety warning about asbestos in
acetylene cylinders

Safety alert issued over decanting and
storing dangerous goods

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently issued a safety alert about
imported acetylene cylinders that have

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the hazards associated with
decanting dangerous goods into unlabelled

been found to contain asbestos.

containers.

Read full story

Read full story

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Register for the AIHS National Health and Safety Conference and recieve Super Early
Bird ticket pricing until January 31 2021! The conference will be held from 18-19 May
2021 at the Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre. The 2021 conference theme
will be: A New Perspective – Rising to the Challenge! The convention is a two-day
conference program bookended by a series of partnered and co-presented events which
include, Pre-conference workshops, Dr Eric Wigglesworth Memorial Lecture,
Australian Workplace Health & Safety Awards Gala Dinner and Industry Breakfast.
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2967

4/7

4/9/2021

OHS Professional eNews

Learn More

UPCOMING EVENTS
17 Dec Tasmanian Branch Annual General Meeting
17 Dec WISH: Virtual Christmas Networking Event
14 Jan Usability Mapping Masterclass
20 Jan Webinar: Usability Mapping Awareness
2 Feb Foundation Course: Apply the Science of Safety with Usability Mapping

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

VIC: commercial bakery operator fined
$30,000 over amputation

WorkSafe WA successful in multiple
prosecutions

A commercial bakery operator in
Broadmeadows was recently fined $30,000
following an incident in which a worker’s
finger was amputated by conveyer belt

WorkSafe WA has successfully prosecuted
two companies and two individuals for
breaches of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act and Regulations.

machinery.
Read full story
Read full story
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WA: contractor fined $150,000 after
flashover causes major electrical burns

VIC: juice company fined $30,000 after
worker’s hand injured

The main contractor for the Forrestfield
Airport Link Project has been fined
$150,000 and ordered to pay $3000 in

A Mildura drinks manufacturer has been
convicted and fined $30,000 after a
worker's hand was dragged into an

costs after a worker sustained major
electrical burns when a crane made
contact with or came too close to high
voltage overhead power lines.

unguarded bottling machine in June 2019.
Read full story

Read full story
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