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Circuit-breaking
As we approach the end of the year, some long-awaited holidays approach. For me, it’s
been a year of pressure, and I really need a break. For some, it’s been a whole lot harder
than that. The stress, anxiety and psychological harm of the last year is only just
beginning to play out in a myriad of ways for many people throughout the country. This is
going to be an important part of our profession’s work for some time - the rapid rise of the
issue happening while many in the profession were just wrapping their heads around the
idea that its part of the job.
So- we’ve all got some learning to do in the time ahead to be as good as we can be in
supporting the psychological health of our workers, and the AIHS will be providing those
development opportunities in 2021. Also keep in mind, if YOU need someone to talk to,
you can call our free counselling line.
Have a great week.
David Clarke
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Healthcare workers almost three times
more likely to get COVID-19

Agriculture, forestry and fishing
industries top 2019 fatality rates

Australian doctors, nurses and other
healthcare workers are nearly three times

The agriculture, forestry and fishing
industries recorded the highest fatality rate

more likely to get COVID-19 than other
Australians, according to new research
which estimates how Australian health

in 2019 with 9.1 fatalities per 100,000
workers – which is still 35 per cent lower
than the five-year average of 13.9 fatalities

workers’ risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection
differs from that of the broader community.

per 100,000, according to new Safe Work
Australia statistics.

Read full story

Gig workers under the health and safety
spotlight
The NSW Government recently launched a
new research project which aims to
implement practical measures to improve
workplace health and safety outcomes for
gig economy workers.

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2925

Read full story

Tower crane inspection program finds
low awareness of inspection
requirements
A proactive inspection program by
WorkSafe WA has found that the owners of
tower cranes have limited knowledge and
understanding of the correct procedures for
major inspections of tower cranes.
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Read full story

Read full story

POLICY & LEGISLATION

Safety alert issued following drill press
entanglement fatality

NT: angle grinder safety warning after
multiple laceration incidents

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the risk of entanglement when
using plant, following the death of a sole
operator working with a drill press.

NT WorkSafe recently issued a safety alert
is to highlight the risks associated with the
use of angle grinders after eight reported
laceration incidents this year.

Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2925

Read full story
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Safety warning issued about fall
protection after fishing vessel crew
member dies
NT WorkSafe recently issued a safety alert
highlighting the increased risk of an
overboard incident when workers are in
areas with no edge or fall protection.
Read full story

VIC: safety alert issued after road freight
employee killed by reversing trailer
WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the risks associated with driving
heavy vehicles and moving around road
freight depots following an incident in which
a road freight employee recently died when
they were directing a co-worker to reverse
a truck and trailer into a shed.
Read full story

UPCOMING EVENTS

Nominations are open for the Australian Workplace Health & Safety Awards 2021
which will be presented Tuesday 18 May 2021 at the Melbourne Convention Centre.
The awards will provide national recognition to organisations and individuals who are
demonstrating excellence and innovation in the field of Workplace Health & Safety across

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2925
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twelve award categories. To view the award categories and to find out how to nominate
a deserving individual or organisation, click the 'Learn More' button below.
Learn More

UPCOMING EVENTS
27 Nov
27 Nov
30 Nov
1 Dec
2 Dec

Perth Safety Symposium
Webinar: Virtual Reality Learning is Making Workplaces Safer
Webinar: Advances in supporting Employee Mental Health
Webinar: Managing workers WFH – your legal queries answered
Webinar: AIHS New mentoring platform & Program

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

WA: waste recycling company fined
$330,000 over workplace arm
amputation
A Bayswater waste recycling company has
been fined a total of $330,000 and ordered
to pay an additional $234,000 in costs after
being found guilty of gross negligence over
a 2016 incident in which a labour-hire
worker’s arm was amputated at the
shoulder.

QLD: company fined $150,000 after
worker crushed to death
A North Queensland diesel mechanical
repair and sugar cane harvesting business
was recently fined $150,000 following an
incident in 2017 when a worker was
crushed to death trying to fix a cane haulout vehicle.
Read full story

Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2925
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Engineering company fined $250,000
after Mt Waverley collapse
An engineering company in Victoria has
been convicted and fined $250,000 after
the collapse of a pit on a Mt Waverley
construction site which led to the
evacuation of nearby residents.

Company and directors fined $16,000
for asbestos containing material house
demolition
A company in Queensland and its two
directors were fined $16,000 for not
properly demolishing a house which had
asbestos containing material (ACM).
Read full story

Read full story

Meet Our Members
Our 'Celebrate Our
Membership' campaign is looking to
foster a greater sense of
connectedness between our
Members.
Next up to meet we have Andrew
Heinrichs, Director, Safety
at Community Safety Building
Authority, and AIHS VIC Branch Chair.

Meet Andrew
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