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Getting critical messages across – help us out.
In recent weeks we have all discovered an alarming amount of poor quality WHS practice
in our healthcare systems, in evidence in Victoria during the second wave of COVID-19,
and it has come at a great cost. Exactly the same will happen in other states in other
waves unless things are done differently. The Institute is leaning on this issue hard to
influence widespread infection control approaches taken in healthcare, which simply do
not reflect good workplace health and safety practice.
If you want to help us in this and do your part in preventing similar outcomes in future
waves, click here.

How are workplaces – and our own profession – coping with COVID-19?
We’re also taking the temperature of our own profession, across the board in all
industries, with a COVID-19 Climate Survey. So no matter where you work, take a few
minutes to complete the survey here. This information helps us shape our own work on
this widespread issue.
Have a great week, and make a difference.
David Clarke

INDUSTRY NEWS

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2482
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Where organisations fail in managing
psychosocial risks (and how to fix this)

Safe Work Australia report highlights
occupational lung disease concerns

Most organisations, in general, fare poorly
when it comes to addressing the underlying

Work-related asthma, chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease and coal workers

factors of psychosocial risks, according to
an expert in the area.

pneumoconiosis continue to be
occupational lung diseases of significance
in Australia, according to a recent Safe

Read full story

Work Australia report.
Read full story

Artificial intelligence in the workplace:
what’s in store for OHS?

Hunter construction sites fail compliance
blitz

Most organisations are still very much in
their infancy when it comes to widespread
adoption and application of artificial

SafeWork NSW recently conducted a
construction site safety blitz across 54
commercial and residential projects in the

intelligence (AI) in the workplace, according
to Microsoft Australia.

Hunter region and issued 82 notices and
six on-the-spot fines in a one-week period.

Read full story
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2482

Read full story
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POLICY & LEGISLATION

QLD: changes to inspectors’ role in right
of entry disputes and penalties

NSW: new advisory group to decrease
workplace injury and fatality

The Queensland Parliament passed minor

Injured workers and those who have lost

changes to the Work Health and Safety Act

loved ones due to a workplace incident will
help shape NSW workplace policy and
support services through a new advisory
group established by the NSW
Government.

2011 (WHS Act) related to right of entry
disputes.
Read full story

Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2482
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Government introduces new quad bike
safety standard

Safety alert issued after electrician
electrocuted at domestic property

The Federal Government has introduced a
new quad bike safety standard, the first
stage of which takes effect on 11 October

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the risk of installing cables in
older domestic properties where the

this year.

electrical supply has not been deenergised and/or the integrity of existing
electrical cable is not known.

Read full story

Read full story

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Register to join our first-ever 'SAFEFest - A Festival of Safety Ideas' which is being
presented online across Monday 14 - Friday 18 September 2020. Receive 15 hours of
cutting-edge expertise from industry leaders across digital technologies, mental health,
managing emerging risks, safety in design and research regulation with tickets starting at
$82.50 for one day or $195 for five days for AIHS Members.
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2482
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Learn More

UPCOMING EVENTS
22 Oct
23 Oct
23 Oct
11 Nov
27 Nov

NT Safety Symposium 2020
SA Learning & Update Symposium: Tackling the Big WHS Issues
SA Safety Symposium Dinner 2020
QLD Visions Conference
Perth Safety Symposium

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

Recycling company fined $115,000 after
two workers injured

Mining company fined $60,000 over bee
sting death

A Melbourne recycling company has been
fined $115,000 over two separate incidents
that left workers with serious injuries.

A mining services company in WA was
recently fined $60,000 and ordered to pay
$6,000 in costs over the death of a
contractor who suffered a severe allergic

Read full story

reaction after being stung by a bee in
February 2018.
Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2482
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Company fined $50,000 fine after
mobile concrete pump tips

Melbourne hospital fined $30,000 over
assault on nurse

A subcontractor which worked on the
Toowoomba Bypass (also known as the
Second Range Crossing) has been fined

A Melbourne hospital has been fined
$30,000 after a patient assaulted a nurse in
2017.

$50,000 over an incident in which a mobile
concrete pump became unstable and
tipped, putting workers at risk.

Read full story

Read full story
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