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Our national COVID-19 blind spot: healthcare worker
protection
The Institute has been working for many weeks with collegiate organisations across the
country to try to address some big emerging problems linked to how our workplaces are
coping with COVID-19. The centre of those concerns right now is healthcare in Victoria,
where we now have more than 2400 workers infected, and Frankston hospital under
threat of closure. Even without considering the human toll on patients from being infected
by workers, the death toll amongst workers is going to be terrible. Despite months of
preparation, PPE and other WHS standards in these settings are STILL inadequate
despite higher standards being easy to undertake and the PPE being available. Why?
Who is demanding their improvement?
Click here for an overview of the issues.
If you have colleagues in healthcare in Victoria, lend them your support. If you have
colleagues in healthcare in other states, tell them that we now know that the infection
control guidelines they work to do NOT meet WHS standards for protecting workers, so
they need to be ready to do much more in the event of an outbreak, or suffer the same
outcomes.
Have a great week.
David Clarke

INDUSTRY NEWS
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What WHS risks and liabilities do
employers face with working from
home?
One risk that has been heightened by
COVID-19 – that has not received much
media attention – is the risk arising from
working from home, according to an
international law firm.

NSW boosts inspector numbers in
COVID safety crackdown
Improving health and safety outcomes for
health care and social assistance workers
is the focus of a new WorkSafe Victoria
strategy.
Read full story

Read full story

Why insurance firms don’t provide
coverage for EMF-related claims
Global insurance companies are changing
their position on EMF hazards and
organisations need to review how they
manage EMF exposure as well as
company or director liability in case of legal
action, according to an expert in the field.

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2428

How well prepared are Victorian
employers for industrial manslaughter
laws?
With the new Victorian workplace
manslaughter penalties that commenced
on 1 July this year, many question the level
of preparation employers have in place for
these amendments.
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Read full story

Read full story

POLICY & LEGISLATION

WHSQ issues safety alert over fake
disposable respiratory protective
equipment

Safety warning after near miss involving
ruptured projectile fire extinguisher

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland

Regulation and Safety (DMIRS) recently
issued a safety alert after an incident in
which a pressurised fire extinguisher was
cut it in half and travelled through the air for
300 metres.

recently issued a safety alert to assist
businesses in identifying fake (non-certified)
respirators and highlight the risks associated
with using them.
Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2428

WA’s Department of Mines, Industry

Read full story
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Safety warning over dangerous goods
and COVID-19 shutdowns

Commercial kitchens inspection
program raises concerns

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the importance of having a plan
to manage the risks of dangerous goods

An inspection program looking at safety
issues in commercial kitchens in various
workplaces has raised some concerns,

when temporarily shutting down or
reducing the extent of operations due to
the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

according to WorkSafe WA.
Read full story

Read full story

Behaviour Based Safety Survey

AIHS Director Nominations open

Are you interested in becoming part
of an Australian panel of experts
contributing to Behaviour Based

The AIHS is calling on all financial
members to have their say on three
vacancies on the AIHS Board. Click

Safety research?

below for the candidate interviews.

Learn More

Learn More

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2428
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The AIHS invites you to join us for the 2020 Annual South Australian AIHS Branch and
Symposium Dinner which will be held on Friday 23 October 2020. This year’s Symposium will
address at some of the big WHS issues in South Australia that go beyond the direct impact of
COVID-19. Attendees will hear from speakers including SA Treasurer & Minister with
responsibility for Work Health and Safety, the Hon Rob Lucas, head of SafeWork SA Martyn
Campbell and more!
Learn More

UPCOMING EVENTS
25 Aug Webinar: Better work Tas: Construction Sector (Mental Health focus)
25 Aug Webinar: Microsoft Power Apps
26 Aug Webinar: Addressing the underlying factors of psychosocial risks
1 Sept Online workshop: Leader As Coach
14 Sept SAFEfest 2020 - A festival of Safety Ideas
22 Oct NT Safety Symposium 2020

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2428
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Construction company fined $850,000
after fatal fall

‘Glaringly obvious’ oversight attracts
$150,000 fine for builders

A residential construction company has
been convicted and fined $850,000 after a
worker fell to his death on a building site in

Two major Queensland construction
companies have been fined $150,000 over
a ‘glaringly obvious’ oversight that left a

Melbourne’s north.

subcontractor with spinal injuries.

Read full story

Read full story

Roofing company fined $400,000 after
worker dies from fall

Meat processor fined $130,000 after
worker’s hand crushed

A roofing construction and services
company in NSW was recently fined
$400,000 after a 20-year-old worker died
as a result of injuries sustained following a
six-metre fall through a skylight.

A pork processor in Laverton Victoria has
been convicted and fined $130,000 after a
worker was seriously injured when his arm
became trapped in a waste chute in
January 2019.

Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2428

Read full story
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