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Better health and safety care for healthcare workers
needed, now.
An analysis of current standards being applied in the healthcare setting has found them
inadequate, and more than 1200 healthcare workers infected by COVID-19 tells the story
well enough. These infections will result in workplace deaths.
We have an immediate problem in our healthcare system: Infection controls are not
oriented toward the worker. It is staggering to note that the wearing of P2/n95 masks is
NOT mandated in COVID wards, other than for aerosol producing procedures. The
evidence that (a) surgical masks do not provide the same protection and more recently
that (b) the virus is airborne, demands that better standards be set, now. Federal and
State CMO’s must change their advice.
It’s not just about masks. Many healthcare facilities are still not doing the simple things like
preventing sharing of common tools and equipment and shift splitting in tearooms and
common areas. 1200 healthcare worker infections says it all. This is our current ground
zero. Regulators need to get into healthcare settings and regulate, now.
Click here for more information.
Have a great week.
David Clarke
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What impact will lockdown 2.0 have on
health and wellbeing?

NSW boosts inspector numbers in
COVID safety crackdown

With Victoria recently going into a stage
four lockdown as a result of the coronavirus

Inspector numbers have been boosted and
their powers increased under the NSW

pandemic and other states such as NSW
monitoring infection rates closely, lockdown
2.0 will likely have an impact on the health

Public Health Act 2010 as part of a joint
operation between SafeWork NSW, Liquor
& Gaming NSW and Fair Trading to help

and wellbeing of workers in a number of
ways, according to experts.

prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Read full story

Read full story

Regulators issue safety warning about
farmer fatigue

Stone benchtop fabricator silica audits
to resume in Queensland

Farmers were recently encouraged by OHS
regulators to put their safety first and take

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently announced that it will resume

the breaks they deserve to avoid pushing
themselves beyond their limits.

audits of stone benchtop fabrication
businesses as part of ongoing compliance
and enforcement activities in the industry.

Read full story
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2396
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Read full story

POLICY & LEGISLATION

Independent WorkSafe ACT
commences operations

Safety alert issued following
transportable silo collapse

The new and independent WorkSafe ACT

Commissioner and the release of a Statement

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently issued a safety alert highlighting
the risk of collapse of transportable
(relocatable) silos, commonly used on

of Expectations from the Minister for

farms.

recently began operations with the launch of
the new Office of the Work Health and Safety

Employment and Workplace Safety.
Read full story
Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2396
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Employers must notify WorkSafe
Victoria of COVID-19 cases

New research triggers crane compliance
blitz in NSW

Employers are now required to notify
WorkSafe Victoria immediately when they
become aware a worker has received a

Crane operators are being put on notice
with SafeWork NSW inspectors conducting
a compliance blitz across the state this

confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19)
diagnosis.

month.
Read full story

Read full story

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Join us 14 - 18 September for our first ever SAFEfest - A Festival of Safety Ideas. This
exciting event is combining our Victorian, New South Wales, Tasmania and ACT branches
to bring you this online event. Each day will see fantastic speakers share their ideas about
the future of work, and what it means to them, to workplaces, and to communities. Our
innovative ticketing offering also means that you can pick and choose when and what you
want to watch and hear, to maximise the value to you and your role.

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2396
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Learn More

UPCOMING EVENTS
6 Aug Online workshop: Sidney Dekker Masterclass Series
10 Aug WA: IRATA International, Industrial Rope Access & Working at Heights
12 Aug Webinar: Cultivating Safety Leadership
13 Aug Online workshop: Sidney Dekker Masterclass Series
13 Aug SA: Centre for Automotive Safety Research (CASR) tour
13 Aug Webinar: Risk management approaches for musculoskeletal disorders

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

Worker dies after being struck by felled
tree

Lawson Grains accepts $398,171
enforceable undertaking

A worker in Queensland recently died after
being struck by a tree he was cutting down
with a chainsaw.

Lawson Grains recently entered into an
enforceable undertaking worth $398,171
following a 2017 incident at a property at
Borambil, New South Wales.

Read full story
Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2396

5/6

12/17/2020

OHS Professional eNews

Victorian hire company fined $85,000
after worker’s death

NT: worker fined $4000 for hindering
WorkSafe investigation

An equipment hire company has been
convicted and fined $85,000 following the
death of a worker at its Braeside

The Alice Springs Local Court has
convicted and fined a worker $4000 for
hindering an NT WorkSafe investigation

headquarters in Victoria.

into a serious incident at Ambalindum
Station in Central Australia.

Read full story
Read full story
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