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Are we learning from our mistakes?
In health and safety, if you don’t learn from your mistakes, you can get yourself into
serious trouble. Two events this week give cause for us to consider whether we’re learning
from catastrophic loss of life at work in Australia.
The announcement of charges relating to the Dreamworld tragedy reminds us that this
incident occurred at the end of a terrible smorgasbord of failures: poor workplace culture,
failures in communication at multiple levels, uncertainty over responsibilities, weakness in
regulation and enforcement of regulation, lack of training, and a host of people missing the
small things. Dreamworld isn’t just a cautionary tale for theme parks. It’s a message to
every business in the country: What behaviours does your business culture drive? Be
awake.
This week’s launch of the Safer Farms 2020 Report by Farmsafe Australia tells us another
story about workplace death, and the toll is much higher. Our nation sits and watches the
slow train wreck of quad bikes in the farming sector, and preventable deaths month after
month, year after year: Farmers, their children, their families, dying at rates heading for a
ten year high. Quad bikes are a workplace tool, in their current form highly dangerous and
not suited to the task. There are regulatory and engineering solutions that would save
lives. Our authorities need to set the politics aside and take a leaf from their own book: If a
business knows something can cause death in the workplace, and knowingly doesn’t do
what’s reasonably practicable to prevent that death, what do we call that? It’s time to act.
Have a great week.
David Clarke
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Ardent Leisure charged over 2016
fatalities at Dreamworld

Safe Work Australia warns on prolonged
sitting when working from home

Ardent Leisure has been charged over the
incident at Dreamworld in October 2016 in

One of the most significant factors
impacting work health and safety when

which four people lost their lives on the
Thunder River Rapids Ride.

working from home is prolonged sitting,
according to Safe Work Australia.

Read full story

Read full story

What OHS professionals need to
understand about safety by design

More time needed for essential
coronavirus cleaning work

Safety professionals need a change in
mindset when engaging with design

Ninety per cent of cleaners are having to
rush essential cleaning work and 80 per

professionals, according to an expert in
safety by design.

cent do not always have enough cleaning
equipment during the coronavirus crisis,
according to a recent survey.

Read full story
Read full story
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POLICY & LEGISLATION

Safe work Australia issues new
guidance on flammable liquid storage

Comcare reduces exposure standards
for respirable crystalline silica

Safe Work Australia has recently a new

The workplace exposure standard (WES)
for respirable crystalline silica (RCS) has
been reduced in Comcare jurisdictions.

guide on the storage of flammable liquids for
small to medium-sized businesses.
Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2347

Read full story
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Regulators encourage COVID safety on
construction sites

Public comment sought on Violence and
Aggression at Work Code of Practice

Businesses in NSW’s construction industry
have been encouraged to take a stronger
and more proactive approach in order to
minimise risks associated with COVID-19.

WA’s Commission for Occupational Safety
and Health is seeking public comment on a
revised Code of Practice on Violence and
Aggression at Work.

Read full story

Read full story

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Join us Tuesday, 28 July for a Webinar on 'OHS and Workers Working From Home'.
Through surveys and interviews with OHS professionals, the OHS Body of Knowledge
and the AIHS has developed guidance and a model for designing work for working from
home. This guidance is developed for those who should be involved in designing the work.
In this webinar, the authors of the free OHS of the Body of Knowledge chapter on
Workers Working from Home together with an OHS professional will answer your
questions, discuss the challenges of working from home and explore the way forward.
Learn More

UPCOMING EVENTS
27 July Online workshop: Resilimap® Course: Level 1 - Explorer
27 July Webinar: The Impacts of Managing a 2nd Wave of COVID-19
28 July Online masterclass: Enabling safety by design (safety differently)
29 July Online workshop: Sidney Dekker Masterclass Series
29 July Webinar: Contractor Management series - 4 - Performance Review
30 July Dr Eric Wigglesworth: How structure creates culture & OHS Ed awards

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2347
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INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

Komatsu Australia fined $375,000 for
safety breaches

$341,139 enforceable undertaking for
hydraulic equipment company

An international earth moving equipment
company has been convicted and fined
$375,000 after a worker received multiple
severe injuries, including traumatic brain
injuries, while servicing a bulldozer.

A hydraulic equipment supplier recently
entered into a $341,139 enforceable
undertaking following a 2017 incident in
which a worker suffered serious injuries
while installing a tail lift platform at the
company’s NSW premises at Arndell Park.

Read full story
Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2347
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Waste recycling company guilty of gross
negligence over arm amputation

Mine worker injured and hospitalised
after being struck in head by rockfall

A Bayswater waste recycling company has
been found guilty of gross negligence over
a 2016 incident in which a labour hire

An employee was recently struck in the
head by a rock in an underground mine in
Victoria.

worker’s arm was amputated at the
shoulder.

Read full story

Read full story
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