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What does the first Industrial Manslaughter conviction tell us?
Over many years we have seen the issue of Industrial Manslaughter move from
discussion to legislation and now finally investigation and enforcement. Our feature article
reports on the first conviction involving a jail term for somebody found guilty of IM.
(Notably, that term was wholly suspended).
There has been endless debate around the issue – whether an employer should be less
responsible for causing death than anyone else, how such a law could work and its links
to the criminal code, the concern that bigger penalties are not deterrents, worries about
‘lawyering up’ to hinder fact-finding in investigations, and of course whether the law helps
or hinders good health and safety practice. Now the severity of penalties will be part of the
debate.
The biggest message for me about IM isn’t any of those things – it’s about the way it’s
been introduced. I believe that under the current approach, harmonisation of WHS laws
nationally is a future we may never reach. The introduction of IM is an example of why.
Before all states and territories harmonise IM, the next split will already be underway.
We have the wrong approach to harmonisation. If we want harmonisation of WHS laws,
we need a different model, and such models exist.
Have a great week.
David Clarke
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$3 million fine and directors jailed for
first industrial manslaughter conviction

Why technology is a double-edged
sword for mental health at work

Australia’s first conviction and sentence for
industrial manslaughter was recently

With millions of people working from home
throughout the coronavirus outbreak,

handed down in the Brisbane District Court
which issued a $3 million fine and jailed
two company directors over an incident in

research has recently identified key
strategies for both organisations and their
employees to safeguard mental health.

which a worker was crushed by a forklift.
Read full story
Read full story

Workplace manslaughter laws take
effect in Victoria

Reminder issued over side-by-side
vehicle safety

Victoria’s workplace manslaughter laws
came into effect from 1 July, and employers
who fail to meet health and safety

Due to a number of serious incidents and
fatalities associated with the operation of
side-by-side vehicles (otherwise known as

obligations face tough new penalties
should their negligence lead to a worker
dying on the job.

utility terrain vehicles (UTVs)) over the past
12 months, WorkSafe Victoria has issued a
reminder about the importance of
managing the risks of operating such
vehicles.
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Read full story
Read full story

POLICY & LEGISLATION

Safety alert issued after chain recoil
causes fatal injuries

Safety warning over dangers of applying
heat to sealed hydraulic cylinders

NT WorkSafe recently issued a safety alert

SafeWork SA recently issued a safety alert
reminding businesses to have safe
systems of work in place when working
with hydraulic cylinders and removing
seized pins by applying heat.

highlighting the risk of serious injury or death
when using chains in towing or recovery
operations.
Read full story

Read full story

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=2307

3/7

12/17/2020

OHS Professional eNews

Regional workplaces encouraged to
improve COVID-19 safety

Safety alert issued over high-pressure
hose whip incident

Agricultural businesses and farms need to
take a number of specific measures to
manage the risk of COVID-19, according to

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the importance of controlling
risks caused by high-pressure hose whip.

the NSW Government.
Read full story
Read full story

Women In Safety & Health (WISH) Network Survey
The WISH Network is looking to survey AIHS Members and the wider
health and safety community to customize their upcoming
networking/professional development opportunities.
Let them know your thoughts below!
Participate here

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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Join us on Wednesday 5 August for a webinar presentation titled: Does Inattention
impact safety? Presented by Cristian Sylbestre, Managing Director at HabitSafe. We
have been looking at human behaviour from the outside-in for 40 years. Now we can see
it from the inside out, and the view is very different. The good news is, research has
identified a simple model for how inattention comes about, and what can be done to deal
with it more effectively, enabling people to make safer “in the moment” decisions.
Learn More

UPCOMING EVENTS
14 July Workshop: Apply the Science of Safety with Usability Mapping Online
15 July NZISM Masterclass Workshops Costa Concordia Case Study
15 July Webinar: Are you communicating or just talking?
21 July Workshop: Apply the Science of Safety with Usability Mapping Online
22 July North West/ Central Coast Safety Group Webinar - July
22 July NZISM Masterclass Workshops Costa Concordia Case Study

Safesearch, our
corporate partner needs
your help!
In its 14th consecutive year, Safesearch
needs your contribution to their Health,
Safety and Environment Remuneration
Survey. For all HSE professionals across
ANZ, please donate 5 minutes of your time and provide valuable input so they can help
you build and shape your teams!

Participate here
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INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

Quad bike death in WA prompts safety
reminder

Worker seriously crushed by frontend
loader

The recent death of a 76-year-old farmer at
Elleker, west of Albany in Western
Australia, has prompted a reminder about
quad bike safety.

A Queensland man has suffered serious
injuries after being crushed by a frontend
loader after it appears he got out of the
cabin to untie a hay bale when the vehicle
started rolling down a slope.

Read full story
Read full story
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ABC Tissue Products accepts $1.47
million enforceable undertaking
A paper manufacturing and distribution firm
in NSW has agreed to an enforceable
undertaking worth $1,474,075 after an
employee’s hand was injured in a
workplace incident.

Young worker injured by lifting hook
A young worker in Queensland was
recently injured after being struck by a
lifting chain hook while helping a colleague
move equipment.
Read full story

Read full story
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