
Build your capability profile 
and develop your career in 
health and safety
OHS Certification

Upon successful completion of a WHS Diploma, you can become a 
Certified Generalist OHS trainee immediately, or a Certified Generalist 
OHS Practitioner/Professional, depending on your OHS experience. 

Why not take the next step in your career and become certified?

Phone (03) 8336 1995 
Email certification@aihs.org.au 
Web www.aihs.org.au/certification
ABN 82 151 339 329



Take the next step in your career 
and become certified

Professional recognition and professional 
development are important parts of 
everyone’s career. Are you ready to take 
the next step in your career path? Have you 
considered Certification? 

Health and safety roles have developed 
over recent decades from vocationally 
trained, technical and compliance driven 
roles to more widely skilled and strategic 
roles. As the profession has evolved, the 
organisations that employ health and 
safety professionals increasingly expect 
higher-level skills and qualifications that 
meet the more complex demands of the 
role. To support the changing demands of 
the health and safety profession, education 
is changing and Certification has become 
essential. 

A rigorous Certification framework gives 
health and safety professionals and 
practitioners the structure and guidance to 
keep up with evolving industry expectations 
and stay relevant. Once certified, 
practitioners and professionals retain their 
certification by participating in Continuing 
Professional Development (CPD).

The AIHS conducts Certification of 
the health and safety profession with 
a program that acknowledges the 
capability and credibility of practitioners 
and professionals.

Referenced against the OHS Professional 
Global Capability Framework (adopted 
by 40 organisations from 23 countries 
since its international launch in October 
2015), the program certifies practitioners, 
professionals and chartered professionals 
in a range of health and safety generalist 

roles. The profession is now gaining real 
clarity around different roles, descriptions, 
and the knowledge and skill requirements 
for each. It gives increased confidence and 
guidance to employers, clients, workers 
and the community as to the capability 
and credibility of the person providing 
professional health and safety advice. 

Certification of the health and safety 
profession is a voluntary initiative 
implemented by the profession to ensure 
that the highest standard of health and 
safety advice is available to Australian 
workplaces.

To find out more about OHS Certification, 
the Global Capability Framework and how it 
might benefit you in your career, visit our 
website at www.aihs.org.au/certification 
or contact us at certification@aihs.org.au

Certified OHS 
Practitioner 
(COHSPrac)

The vocationally 
educated Certified 
OHS Practitioner 
implements OHS 
strategies and 
actions in the 
workplace.

Certified OHS 
Professional 
(COHSProf)

The university 
educated Certified 
OHS Professional 
designs strategies 
relating to the 
organisation and 
management of 
OHS within the 
wider context of 
business processes 
and the external 
regulatory, market 
and societal 
influences.

Certified Chartered 
OHS Professional 
(ChOHSP)

The Chartered 
OHS Professional 
combines high 
level OHS expertise 
with skills and 
experience in 
engaging with 
senior management.

Certified OHS 
Trainee (COHS 
Trainee)

The Certified 
OHS Trainee 
has completed 
a Diploma or 
Advanced Diploma 
in WHS/OHS 
but has not yet 
completed the 
work experience 
requirements.

Certified OHS 
Graduate 
(COHSGrad)

The Certified 
OHS Graduate 
(COHSGrad) has 
completed a 
Bachelor Degree, 
Graduate Diploma 
or Masters in OHS 
but has not yet 
completed the 
work experience 
requirements.

Certification Categories

For the purposes of OHS Certification, the Australian Institute of Health & Safety defines the OHS role in 5 distinct categories,  
each with its own unique assessment criteria.

CAPABLE

OHS Certification

The assessment for each certification category is based on a combination of formal qualifications, experience and capability.  
To find out more about the specific criteria and requirements visit our website: aihs.org.au/certification
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