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Imagination and reality
This week’s feature article comes from research being conducted by PhD student and
HSE Manager Ben Hutchinson, the article explores the differences between health and
safety work as imagined and health and safety work as practiced - and how that can all
affect health and safety activities and even performance. It might sound very subjective,
but this type of thinking is in my opinion extremely important for two reasons:
rather than exploring what others are doing and whether they’re following the rules
and procedures, it’s an important part of reflecting on our own performance, what is
driving it, and understanding what makes a difference in our own actions;
developing a general understanding of this domain of reality and perception is a
critical part of understanding what drives human behaviour.
This subject is not just for health and safety people and provides an interesting prism
through which to self-reflect on many things.
Have a great week.
David Clarke

INDUSTRY NEWS

https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=3801

1/6

3/1/22, 11:21 AM

Copy of OHS Professional eNews

How safety management activities can
decouple imagined beliefs from real
practices
Gaps often exist between “work as
imagined” and “work as performed” and
some of these gaps may subtly nudge
organisations in believing that operations
are safer than they are, according to new
in-progress research.

VIC: fall from height fatalities and
injuries spark safety warning
WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a call to
employers to manage the risks of working
from height after one death and a spike in
serious incidents.
Read full story

Read full story

How can OHS professionals best
manage psychosocial risks?

Unions call for more regulation over
Uber’s reporting failures

There has been a significant increase in

Uber was recently fined a record $203,500

legislative and regulatory activity around
psychosocial risks, including proposed

for failing to report 37 notifiable incidents to
the NSW regulator, although a later audit

legislative changes as well as guidance
material being released by WHS
regulators, according to Australia’s largest

found 524 additional incidents had not
been provided for scrutiny, including
collisions and accidents requiring

law firm.

hospitalisation.
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Read full story

Read full story

POLICY & LEGISLATION

WA: public comment sought on
psychosocial hazards code of practice
WA’s Commission for Occupational Safety
and Health is seeking public comment on a
code of practice for psychosocial hazards
in the workplace.
Read full story

QLD: safety alert issued after worker
killed by metal ejected from angle
grinder
Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently issued a safety alert after a worker
died from injuries sustained while he was
using a 9-inch (230mm) angle grinder to
cut the base of a structural steel member at
a commercial construction site in Brisbane.
Read full story
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Safety alert issued over strong and
gusty winds in construction

Safety warning issued after truck driver
exposed to phosphine gas

SafeWork NSW recently issued a safety
alert warning employers and principal
contractors to proactively manage the risks

Workplace Health & Safety Queensland
recently issued a safety alert following an
incident in which a truck driver was

associated with high winds on construction
sites in order to reduce the risk of serious
injuries and fatalities.

exposed to a fumigant that produced
phosphine gas.
Read full story

Read full story

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The AIHS invites you to join us for the Electrical Safety Conference which is taking
place Tuesday 12 October - Thursday 14 October 2021 and is being presented
online. Electricity has been identified as a leading cause of traumatic injury & fatality in
the building and construction industry for some time. The key objective of the conference
is to increase awareness and influence behaviour relating to the risks associated with
electricity.
Read More
https://www.aihs.org.au/civicrm/mailing/view?reset=1&id=3801

4/6

3/1/22, 11:21 AM

Copy of OHS Professional eNews

UPCOMING EVENTS
31 August
1 September
1 September
1 September
2 September
7 September

Webinar: Reporting systems for a learning organisation
Webinar: Race to 80: our best shot at living with COVID
Webinar: Sit-stand workstations in Australian workplaces
SA: Human factors of industrial digital technologies
Webinar: Driving Your Career Forward in 5 easy steps
Webinar: Living through lockdown - tips to keep mentally well

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

VIC: hyperbaric company and director
fined $726,750 over fatality

WA: roofing company fined $450,000
over serious fall injury

A Victorian oxygen therapy provider and its

A roofing company in WA has been fined

clinical director have been convicted and
fined a total of $726,750 after the death of
a man following hyperbaric treatment at
South Yarra in 2016.

$450,000 and ordered to pay $3056 in
costs after a roof plumber fell through a
penetration on the construction site of the
new Perth Museum.

Read full story
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SA: company fined $133,000 after work
struck by falling ramp

VIC: developer fined $75,000 for
multiple safety breaches

A demolition company in South Australia
has been convicted and fined $133,000
after a worker was struck by a falling ramp

A Melbourne developer that repeatedly
failed to address safety issues at a
Doncaster building site has been convicted

of a low loader trailer in 2019.

and ordered to pay fines totalling $75,000.

Read full story

Read full story
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