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Catching up with new ways of working –
the gig economy.
In this edition, we hear about regulatory changes in NSW designed to bridge just one
small part of what has been an increasing divide between new types of work and good
workplace health and safety. The report on food delivery rider safety (link at the end of the
article) is worth a look. So much work on one issue, and so much more to do in the
context of the gig economy! Congratulations to SafeWork NSW for this initiative- it’s good
to see the investment that many states are making to tackle these rapidly evolving issues.
Have a great week.
David Clarke
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NSW: new laws to drive safety
outcomes in the gig economy

How to address psychological health
and safety in construction

The NSW Government is set to introduce
new laws to improve safety outcomes in

There is often a stigma associated with
talking about mental health and wellness

the gig economy and food delivery industry.

within the construction industry, and
leaders play an important role in
overcoming this according to an expert.

Read full story

Read full story

Regulator urges safe approach to storm
recovery

Mental stress and harassment/bullying
claims on the rise

Victorians were recently urged by

Workers’ compensation claims related to

WorkSafe Victoria to be aware of potential
dangers during post-storm clean-up and
recovery work.

mental stress and harassment and/or
bullying have both risen in recent years,
according to a recent Safe Work Australia
analysis.

Read full story
Read full story
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POLICY & LEGISLATION

SA puts safety spotlight on working with
livestock

Safety warning issued over safe
operation of reduced capacity cranes

SafeWork SA has commenced a
compliance campaign focusing on the risks
associated with livestock handling and
transport.

NOPSEMA recently issued a safety bulletin
after it identified three recent incidents
where offshore cranes were operated in a
reduced lifting capacity (i.e. de-rated) with
inadequate controls to prevent overloading.

Read full story
Read full story
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Welding safety at the forefront of new
research

$5 million medical research grant for
dust lung disease

The NSW Government’s Centre for Work
Health and Safety is conducting new
research into workers’ exposure to welding

The Queensland Government recently
offered a $5 million grant for medical
research into occupational dust lung

fumes in Australia.

disease over four years from 2021 to 2023.

Read full story

Read full story

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Join us for SAFEfest 2021 - Health & Safety in a Changing World! Delivered as a hybrid
event from Tuesday 24 - Thursday 26 August 2021 with 2 days of virtual sessions and a
state-based face-to-face session on the 26th August. In today’s environment, we are
faced with volatility, uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity (VUCA). SAFEfest 2021 will
delve into how we can be effective health and safety people within these VUCA
environments, covering a broad range of sub-topics from the gig economy, health &
safety disruptors to addressing health & safety in a post-COVID work environment.
Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS
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22 Online Workshop: Developing your Pathway to Progress
June
23
Webinar: Primary Duty PCBUs: Lessons from the case law
June
23 Webinar: An Integrated Approach to Wellness - Creating Systemic Cultural
June Change for the Construction Industry
23
ACT: Branch Networking Event - Braveheart Wellbeing Program
June
29
WHS Prosecution & Enforcement Summit
June
1
WA: Peer Discussion- 'Creating the perfect storm for Psychological Safety
July in the workplace'

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

VIC: painter fined $40,000 after worker
injured in skylight fall

$18,000 injury compensation payment
fraud to be repaid

A painter and decorator has been
convicted and fined $40,000 after a subcontractor was seriously injured on a
property near Strathmerton in Victoria in

A man has been ordered to pay back more
than $18,000 in injury compensation
payments after he was discovered working
while receiving weekly payments.

2018.
Read full story
Read full story
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NT: five charges laid over excavator
fatality
NT WorkSafe has laid five charges over the
death of a 30-year-old worker who was
fatally struck by an excavator bucket in
2019.

QLD: worker killed by skid steer loader
A plant operator in Queensland was
recently killed when he was struck by the
skid steer loader he was using.
Read full story

Read full story
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