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Thinking ahead
The news items for this edition reflect the sheer impact COVID-19 has had on the
psychological health of our workforce, and its ongoing effects which will last for years.
 
This is why it’s no surprise we are recommending (among other things) that psychological
health be one of the priority focus areas for the upcoming Australian Workplace Health
and Safety Strategy. Next week we are publishing the outcomes of our review of the
current 2012-2022 strategy which drew on extensive feedback from the health and safety
profession, and our recommendations for the next strategy.
 
Keep your eyes peeled, and have a great week.
 
David Clarke

 

INDUSTRY NEWS
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Workers’ compensation claims for
mental health on the rise

There were 120,355 serious workers’
compensation claims in 2019-2020
according to a new Safe Work Australia
report, which found that 31 per cent of
serious claims were for illness and
diseases – and of these, mental health
conditions were the most common.

Read full story

VIC: new strategy to boost mental
health at work

WorkSafe Victoria recently launched a new
strategy to reduce the number of mental
injuries at work and improve mental health
and wellbeing among the broader
workforce.

Read full story

How can resources companies reduce
workplace fatalities?

There are four common elements
associated with fatalities in Western
Australia’s resources sector, according to a
new research study from Edith Cowan
University.

COVID-19 pandemic leaves permanent
scar on retail workers

More than half of Australian retail workers
experienced customer abuse during the
COVID pandemic, while nearly half felt
their job became more insecure, according
to a new research report.

https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/workers%E2%80%99-compensation-claims-mental-health-rise
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/workers%E2%80%99-compensation-claims-mental-health-rise
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/vic-new-strategy-boost-mental-health-work
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/vic-new-strategy-boost-mental-health-work
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/how-can-resources-companies-reduce-workplace-fatalities
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/covid-19-pandemic-leaves-permanent-scar-retail-workers
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Read full story Read full story

 

Safety alert issued after traffic
management workers killed and injured

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the hazards and risks
associated with traffic management set-ups
and the need to keep traffic management
workers safe.

Read full story

Safety warning issued after worker
seriously injured by wood chipper disk

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently issued a safety alert following an
incident in which a contractor suffered
multiple fractures and a severe laceration
while repairing a chipper disk weighing
around two tonnes.

Read full story

 
POLICY & LEGISLATION

https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/how-can-resources-companies-reduce-workplace-fatalities
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/covid-19-pandemic-leaves-permanent-scar-retail-workers
https://aswa.net.au/course/diploma-of-wellness/
https://www.lifestreet.com.au/
https://sphera.com/aihs-health-and-safety-management-identify-and-mitigate-your-safety-risks/?utm_source=AIHS&utm_medium=Syndication&utm_campaign=identify-mitigate-safety-risks
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/safety-alert-issued-after-traffic-management-workers-killed-and-injured
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/safety-alert-issued-after-traffic-management-workers-killed-and-injured
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/safety-warning-issued-after-worker-seriously-injured-wood-chipper-disk
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/safety-warning-issued-after-worker-seriously-injured-wood-chipper-disk
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Government flags importance of
asbestos awareness week

To mark national asbestos awareness
week the NSW Government recently
reminded the community that workplaces,
homes and other public or commercial
buildings constructed before 1990 have a
good chance of containing harmful
asbestos.

Read full story

Safety alert issued after three serious
fall injuries at residential sites

SafeWork SA recently issued a safety alert
about the dangers of working at height on
residential sites following a number of
incidents in which workers were injured on
residential construction sites.

Read full story

 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/government-flags-importance-asbestos-awareness-week
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/government-flags-importance-asbestos-awareness-week
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/safety-alert-issued-after-three-serious-fall-injuries-residential-sites
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/safety-alert-issued-after-three-serious-fall-injuries-residential-sites
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/health-science/workplace-health-and-safety
https://www.awhsa.org.au/
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/costa-concordia-workshop-online
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Transport company accepts $750,000
enforceable undertaking

A transport and logistics company has

NT: director and two companies fined
$25,000 over electric shock incident

A director and two NSW-based companies

The AIHS National Health & Safety Conference will be held from 25-26 May 2022.
The conference theme is: The Adaptive Age: Innovative and Practical Approaches to Health
& Safety. Considering our current environment, we have decided that the 2022 national
conference will be conducted as a hybrid event. It will have both an option for physical
attendance at reduced capacity, as well as a virtual event held across a two-day program.
Save the date, registrations coming soon!

Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS
3 December NSW Branch Christmas Party
8 December VIC - Emerging Leaders, Networking Drinks
8 December Online: Roadmaps for Managing COVID in the Workplace
9 December South Australian Christmas Function
9 December WA Annual Branch Meeting and Christmas Function
15 December Webinar: Inspectors Rights and Powers: What you need to know

 
INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/transport-company-accepts-750000-enforceable-undertaking
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/nt-director-and-two-companies-fined-25000-over-electric-shock-incident
https://aihsnationalconference.com.au/
https://aihsnationalconference.com.au/
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/nsw-branch-christmas-party
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/vic-emerging-leaders-networking-drinks-0
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/roadmaps-managing-covid-in-workplace
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/south-australian-christmas-function-0
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/wa-annual-branch-meeting-and-christmas-function-1
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/clyde-co-webinar-series-inspectors-rights-and-powers-what-you-need-know
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entered into a $750,000 enforceable
undertaking to improve safety systems
following an incident in which an employee
died on the Logan Motorway in
Queensland in November 2018.

Read full story

involved in operating the now closed Alice
in the Territory Resort were recently
handed a combined penalty of $25,000 in
the Northern Territory Local Court in Alice
Springs over a 2019 serious electrical
shock incident.

Read full story

WA: construction company fined
$320,000 over fatal fall from height

A construction company in Western
Australia has been fined $320,000 (and
ordered to pay $22,212.45 in costs) over
an incident in 2017 in which a young
worker fell to his death.

Read full story

VIC: Department fined $200,000 over
student’s wheelchair death

Victoria’s Department of Education and
Training has been convicted and fined
$200,000 following the death of a seven-
year-old student whose wheelchair tipped
over at the bottom of a ramp at a special
school in 2018.

Read full story
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