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Psychological health 
 
This week’s feature article is about psychological health and safety for Primary Producers.
The health and safety work underway in the farming/primary production sector has been
ramping up in recent times with increased activity from Farmsafe, an organisation we have
been a member of for some time, and which recently received significant funding to
undertake new work. The challenges of engaging the people who live and work in this
unique industry are many, and the stakes are high - more workers and family members
are severely injured or die on farms than in any other industry. As we know, quad bikes
have a lot to do with it, but there’s more to it than that. The stresses that families on the
land deal with, in the face of constantly changing economic and environmental conditions,
can be another massive factor. What can our profession do to make a stronger
contribution? 
 
Have a great week.
 
David Clarke

 

INDUSTRY NEWS

https://farmsafe.org.au/
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How to improve primary producer
psychological health and safety

There are a range of work-related factors
which contribute to poor mental health
among primary producers, and these
factors require a different approach in order
to improve psychological health and safety,
according to Deakin University.

Read full story

Albury and Wodonga construction safety
blitz

Construction sites on both sides of the
NSW/Victorian border were recently
targeted as part of a regional crackdown on
the construction industry, with a focus on-
site housekeeping, height safety, falling
objects, electrical, moving plant operations,
and silica and asbestos controls.

Read full story

WA: regulator urges caution in post-
cyclone clean-up

As towns on the coast of Western Australia
clean up in the wake of tropical cyclone
Seroja, Western Australia’s Department of
Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety
(DMIRS) said employers and workers need
to be prepared for the risks associated with
cleaning up after a natural disaster.

NSW: regulator puts scaffolding under
safety spotlight

SafeWork NSW inspectors recently visited
construction sites across NSW to inspect
scaffold structures, issuing on-the-spot
fines and stop-work notices for failure to
comply with NSW’s safety standards.
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Read full story
Read full story

 

Safety alert issued after falling tree
branch causes camper fatality

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert to holiday camping and caravan park
owners to control the risk of falling trees
and branches following an incident in which
a camper at a holiday park died when a
branch fell on his tent.

Read full story

Comcare sharpens regulatory focus for
major infrastructure projects

Comcare has recently established a
specialist team of inspectors to focus on
work health and safety risks at major
infrastructure projects across Australia.

Read full story

 
POLICY & LEGISLATION
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WorkSafe VIC safety alert about
operating plant with inadequate
guarding

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the risks associated with
operating plant with inadequate guarding
after a worker was fatally injured while
operating a hay bale pressing machine.

Read full story

QLD: safety warning issued after
operator killed by reversing telehandler

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently issued a safety alert following an
incident in which a worker on private
property was fatally injured when a
telehandler ran over him. 

Read full story

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The AIHS National Health & Safety Conference is taking place online across 18-20 May
2021 with the theme A New Perspective: Rising to the Challenge. Adopting a flexible
approach, we will be looking at hosting small local venues for networking and light
refreshments, with conference presentations running. Thought leaders will examine
the evolving perspectives on the new normal for WHS, lessons learnt from recent
disruptions to workplace practices and predictions on how we should prepare to move
forward as a profession. 

Read More
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QLD: $150,000 fine for North
Queensland farm tractor fatality

A North Queensland produce company
was recently fined $150,000 in the Bowen
Magistrates Court for a 2019 incident that
resulted in the death of a 37-year-old
worker who was crushed when he
dismounted from a moving tractor.

Read full story

WA: company fined after worker
seriously injured while repairing
conveyor

L’Haridon Bight Mining was recently fined
$20,000 in the Perth Magistrates Court
after a worker was injured at the company’s
Shell Beach Mine in May 2017.

Read full story

UPCOMING EVENTS
Ongoing Online Course: The Essence of Ethics
27 April Online Workshop: Conscious Leadership - your pathway to progress
29 April Webinar: NRSPP: Prescription Drugs And The Mobile Workforce
29 April Webinar: CLADE Solutions: Workplace Health & Safety management
4 May Webinar: Usability Mapping Awareness
5 May Webinar: Balancing Production With Safety: A Challenge for Leaders

 
INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS
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QLD: manufacturer fined $135,000 after
bystander death

The importance of following manufacturers’
instructions and carrying out inspections
and maintenance on schedule was brought
home after a business was recently fined
$135,000 for its part in a fatal incident.

Read full story

WorkSafe WA charges shed company
over worker fall death

WorkSafe WA has commenced prosecution
action against a shed building company
and its director over the fall death of a
worker and the serious injury of another
worker in March 2020.

Read full story
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