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Exciting Opportunities Ahead 
 
Less than one week into my new role as CEO at the AIHS and I’m thrilled about the
opportunities ahead. While I’m still learning about the expansive work of the Institute, I’m
eager to meet as many members and stakeholders as possible, hear your stories, and
learn what the future of the Institute looks like to you.
 
I’m excited and energized by the prospect of leading the extraordinary team at the AIHS,
embracing change and growth, and importantly continuing the AIHS’s strong tradition of
service to the profession.
 
Have a great week.

Julia Whitford,
Chief Executive Officer
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Farm vehicles and machinery behind
most farm fatalities

The two main causes of farm fatalities from
2001 to 2020 were farm vehicles (39 per
cent) and machinery (26 per cent),
according to a recent research paper.

Read full story

Workers don’t want to discuss mental
health with managers

While psychosocial wellbeing has become
increasingly important in recent years,
more than half of employees do not want to
discuss mental health problems with their
manager, according to a recent survey.

Read full story

NSW: “anytime, anywhere” inspections
for Wollongong apartments

NSW Fair Trading, SafeWork NSW and the
NSW Builder Commissioner recently
commenced “anytime, anywhere”
inspections on residential apartment
buildings in the Wollongong region.

Read full story

Why do worker injuries spike when it’s
hot?

Based upon organisational incident and
injury data heat stress may appear well-
managed, however, heat stress is
chronically under-reported.

Read full story
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Warning not to use high pressure
cleaners on asbestos roofs

Following two recent incidents and several
others in the last year, Workplace Health
and Safety Queensland recently issued a
repeat warning about the dangers of using
high-pressure water cleaners on asbestos
roofs.

Read full story

Small businesses gain tools for mentally
healthy workplaces

WorkSafe Victoria recently released a free
online toolkit to help small businesses
provide tailored support to help create
mentally healthy workplaces.

Read full story

 
POLICY & LEGISLATION

https://www.bodyguardsafety.com.au/
https://aswa.net.au/course/diploma-of-wellness/
https://safety2023sydney.com/
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QLD: Work Health and Safety Act 2011
review underway

The Queensland Government recently
announced a five-yearly review of the Work
Health Safety Act to examine the overall
effectiveness of the key components of the
Act in achieving its objectives.

Read full story

VIC: safety alert issued after screening
plant side conveyor fails

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert reminding employers of the risks
associated with modifying the structure of
quarrying or mining plant.

Read full story

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The NSW Branch of the AIHS invites safety professionals who are interrogating and
implementing contemporary theory within their organisations to join us at SAFEfest NSW.
SAFEfest NSW will include a series of interactive workshops where participants will learn about
the application of new views to traditional techniques and approaches. The day will start with
lunch and there will be ample breaks for further networking.

Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Energy company fined after workers
exposed to acid

An energy company in Victoria has been
convicted and fined $110,000 after two
workers were exposed to toxic acid vapour
in separate incidents at a Corio oil refinery
in November and December 2017.

Read full story

Company fined after debris from a crane
fell on worker

A company in Queensland that leased a
property to a steel business has been fined
$75,000 after a worker was injured when
debris from a building bridge crane fell on
him.

Read full story

14 September Dandenong Safety Discussion Group: Breakfast Event
15 September Annual General Meeting 2022
15 September SA: The Move to Hybrid Work - For better or worse
20 September Workplace Health & Safety Show Sydney
21 September NT Health & Safety Symposium 2022
21 September WISH Leadership Forum 2022

INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS
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$50,000 fine issued after worker’s leg
severed by auger

The operator of a regional firm in NSW was
recently convicted and fined $50,000 after
a worker sustained serious injuries in 2020.

Read full story

Company fined for discrimination after
worker raises safety concerns

A bus company has been fined $30,000
after giving a formal written warning to a
bus driver for reporting safety concerns to
WorkSafe Victoria.

Read full story
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