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Staying ahead of the curve
 
One of the ways that SafeWork NSW has been driving innovation is through the Centre for
Work Health and Safety. The work that this group does, in itself, helps the regulator stay
ahead of the curve. The work is streamed into research, business support, insights and
analytics, and also contained in the group is the leadership of the 2023 World Congress
for Safety and Health at Work. Their culture recognises and respects new ideas, but also
tests them rigorously. There is a recognition that the work we do today must be about the
future as much as the present.
 
This week's feature article comes from Greg Zelic, Associate Director of Research and
Evaluation for the Centre, and in it, he calls out the fact that both regulars and the OHS
Profession are playing catch-up when it comes to the speed of change and conditions, in
relation to regulation and OHS Practice.
 
Take a look at the article. Greg also delivered a webinar on the subject this week. If you
missed it, you can view it post-recorded in our webinar library – it will be up in the next few
days. 
 
Have a great week. 
 
David Clarke,
Chief Executive Officer

 

INDUSTRY NEWS

https://www.centreforwhs.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.aihs.org.au/webinar-library-moodle
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How WHS regulators are keeping up
with new ways of working

Work, health and safety regulators are
focusing on a number of priorities in order
to meet the challenges associated with
emerging ways of working and new work
activities, according to the NSW Centre for
Work Health and Safety.

Read full story

Warning issued over roof space hazards
and electrical work

Western Australia’s electrical safety
regulator recently issued a safety warning
following a number of fatalities and close
calls involving electricians working in
enclosed roof spaces.

Read full story

Latest occupational violence and
aggression litigation trends

Although there are various standards and
guidelines published on risk and
occupational violence and aggression,
there are a number of consistent trends in
litigation and incidents.

Read full story

New Chair and Deputy Chair to lead the
AIHS College of Fellows

The AIHS Board is pleased to announce
Professor Dino Pisaniello as Chair and
Sarah Cuscadden as Deputy Chair to lead
the AIHS College of Fellows.

Read full story
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VIC: new laws strengthen WorkSafe
inspector powers

The Victorian Government recently
introduced new laws which it says will
strengthen WorkSafe Victoria’s ability to
respond to workplace safety concerns and
improve outcomes for injured workers and
their families.

Read full story

Consultation open for new asbestos
guides

The Asbestos Safety and Eradication
Agency is inviting feedback on new
guidelines for communicating about
asbestos risk, which has been developed
by the agency in consultation with a broad
range of stakeholders.

Read full story

 
POLICY & LEGISLATION

https://aswa.net.au/about-us/wellness-in-your-workplace/
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VIC: new labour hire obligations for
employers

Employers in Victoria who use labour-hire
are being urged to review their health and
safety obligations, with new laws
introduced to ensure labour-hire workers
have the same rights and protections as
direct employees of an employer.

Read full story

NSW: call for feedback on demolition
licensing regulations

The NSW Government is proposing new
demolition licensing regulations aimed at
strengthening safety standards and
providing greater clarity to the industry.

Read full story

 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/vic-new-labour-hire-obligations-employers
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/vic-new-labour-hire-obligations-employers
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/nsw-call-feedback-demolition-licensing-regulations
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/nsw-call-feedback-demolition-licensing-regulations
https://www.aihs.org.au/jobs
https://uow.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0AgV9l8vnDFmREN
https://www.safe365global.com/au/partner-program/?utm_source=edm&utm_medium=tile&utm_campaign=aihs-edm&utm_content=potential-partner
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WA: record $900,000 fine for
Department of Justice over dog attack

The State of Western Australia

ACT: crane company fined $300,000
after construction worker killed

A mobile crane company was recently fined

The Conference Program has now been published for the AIHS National Health & Safety
Conference 2022! Hear keynote speeches from industry leaders across topics such as
leadership, systems, mental health, risk and more! The conference will be held from 25-26 May
2022 in Melbourne with the option to attend virtually. Early bird conference tickets are available
until April 24th.

Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS
12 April NSW: Negotiating Difficult Conversations in Safety - Networking
20 April VIC: Negotiations and Difficult Conversations - Networking
26 April Webinar: Safety of Machinery Series – Machinery Guarding Basics
28 April AWHSA: Opportunities for Advancing OHS Leadership and Culture
29 April TAS: Hobart Networking Breakfast April 2022
3 May VIC: Herbert Smith Freehills Annual OHS Breakfast

 
INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/wa-record-900000-fine-department-justice-over-dog-attack
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https://www.aihs.org.au/events/awhsa-perspectives-opportunities-advancing-ohs-leadership-and-culture
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https://www.aihs.org.au/events/herbert-smith-freehills-annual-ohs-breakfast-2
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(Department of Justice) has been fined
$900,000 and ordered to pay $6404 in
costs after an employee was seriously
injured when attacked by a dog that was
intended to respond to critical incidents.

Read full story

$300,000 over a 2016 incident at the
University of Canberra public hospital
building site where a construction worker
was killed when a mobile crane trying to
move a ten-tonne generator toppled, fatally
crushing him.

Read full story

QLD: first individual convicted for
industrial manslaughter

A Gympie businessman has become the
first person prosecuted and convicted
under Queensland’s industrial
manslaughter laws.

Read full story

VIC: abattoir fined $55,000 after worker
hit by forklift load

A meat processor in Victoria has been
fined after a worker was injured in a forklift
incident at a Colac abattoir in 2019.

Read full story
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