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Putting a spotlight on regional workers
Two of our feature articles in this week's eNews are centred around regional workers
ahead of our 2022 Victorian Safety Symposium being held Tuesday 9 August at the
Mercure Ballarat Convention & Exhibition Centre.
 
Both of these articles interview experts who will be speaking at the event. One of the
articles discusses occupational violence and aggression in regional, rural and remote
settings, while the other calls for more engagement with OHS/WHS in the farming and
agricultural sector. The 2022 Victorian Symposium aims to do just that, with the theme of
the event “'Lifting Regional Victoria's Health and Safety”.
 
Make sure to have a read of the articles, and if you’re based in Victoria, join us for a day of
networking, catching up with peers, and learning about risks and programs affecting
regional Victorian employers and workers.
 
Have a great week.
Naomi Kemp,
AIHS Chairperson
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How to address occupational violence
and aggression in regional areas

There are a number of common challenges
in addressing occupational violence and
aggression in regional, rural and remote
settings, and a genuine commitment to a
positive safety culture should be a priority
in addressing these challenges, according
to an expert in the area.

Read full story

Farmers need to “put a stake in the
ground” to improve OHS

In working with farmers to improve OHS on
the ground, the key step for them is to “put
a stake in the ground and start the
journey”, according to John Darcy, senior
farm safety advisor for the Victorian
Farmers Federation (VFF).

Read full story

10,000 workers set to develop lung
cancer from silica dust

As many as 10,000 Australians are
predicted to develop lung cancer in their
lifetime from being exposed to silica dust,
according to research from Curtin
University.

QLD: regulator warns on workplace
fatigue-related crashes

Fatigue is four times more likely to
contribute to driver impairment than drugs
or alcohol, according to Workplace Health
and Safety Queensland, which said
organisations need to take a number of
steps to reduce workplace fatigue-related
crashes.
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Read full story
Read full story

 

Safety alert issued after exploration drill
rig contacts overhead powerline

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the importance of managing the
risks associated with electrical energy while
conducting surface mining and exploration
activities.

Read full story

VIC: legislative changes introduced for
assessing occupational diseases

Victoria recently introduced legislative
amendments to the Workplace Safety
Legislation and Other Matters Amendment
Act 2022 to address difficulties in
assessing occupational diseases that
deteriorate rapidly or over a long period of
time.

Read full story

 
POLICY & LEGISLATION
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NT: regulator issues amusement ride
operator safety warning

NT WorkSafe has been conducting
compliance checks for this year’s show
circuit ahead of the Royal Darwin Show
and inspectors have identified several
issues following their audits and
inspections.

Read full story

Safety alert issued after rollover crushes
traffic controller

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert about the importance of managing the
risks associated with tip trucks and trailers
following a recent fatality.

Read full story

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The 2022 Visions Conference will be back in person for the first time in two and we look
forward to seeing our old friends and meeting new ones as we connect, share and support
each other as safety professionals. Hear keynote presentations from Kym Bancroft, Deputy
Director General - Office of Industrial Relations QLD, Jorgen Gullestrup, Chair, Workplace
Health & Safety Board QLD, Olympian Dan Collins and more!

Read More
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$54,000 enforceable undertaking for
equipment rental hire company

The National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
(NHVR) recently accepted an enforceable
undertaking from equipment rental hire
company Pacific Hire Wangaratta, in
response to a mass breach.

Read full story

Not-for-profit organisation fined $30,000
after worker suffers fractures

A not-for-profit business that stores and
distributes food to other charities has been
fined $30,000 after an incident in 2020 left
an employee with hip and foot fractures.

Read full story

UPCOMING EVENTS
29 July Hobart Networking Breakfast July 2022
2 August Dandenong Safety Discussion Group: Breakfast Event
2 August Webinar: Usability Mapping Awareness
5 August WA: BoK Breakfast - "The journey to influence and status for OHS"
8 August Online Workshop: Solution Focus Leader as Coach
9 August Victorian Safety Symposium 2022

 
INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS
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WA: cargo services company fined
$110,000 over serious injury to worker

A ground and air cargo services company
has been fined $110,000 and ordered to
pay $8000 in costs over an incident in
which a baggage handler was seriously
injured when he fell from a moving
baggage tug at Perth Airport.

Read full story

Thales charged after worker suffers fatal
crush injury

Defence contractor Thales Australia
Limited has been charged with breaching
Commonwealth work health and safety
laws over the death of a worker at a
manufacturing facility in Victoria.

Read full story
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