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What’s environment protection got to do with
Workplace Health and Safety?
 
One of our articles this week talks about Victoria’s new Environment Protection Act which
came into force July 2021, and which according to health & safety, environment and
emergency management consultancy Greencap, is the biggest change in environment
protection legislation since the original Environment Protection Act 1970. It’s a shock that
we have not improved our environmental laws in such an incredibly long time. 
 
What’s new in the legislation and what’s the WHS connection? The connection with WHS
is all about environmental risks that can directly damage human health - and a lot of that
can happen through business operations. What’s new, is a stronger position on
prevention. Just as health and safety people are drawn upward in the hierarchy of controls
to be effective, the new Act has a stronger focus on preventing things from happening in
the first place.
 
If you’re interested to hear more about the links and what they may mean for your
work, Jean Meaklim and Peter Oxnam from Greencap will be presenting an AIHS webinar
on Wednesday 16 February, and amongst other things, will talk about General
Environmental Duty and what it might mean for you.
 
Even if you’re not from Victoria, this legislation, with its prevention focus, is in my view part
of the future. 
 
Have a great week.
David Clarke, AIHS CEO

 

http://www.aihs.org.au/events/learn-about-victoria%E2%80%99s-new-environmental-laws-%E2%80%93-moving-reactive-preventative
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What Victoria’s new environment
protection law means for OHS

Victoria’s new Environment Protection Act
2017, which came into force on July 2021,
is the biggest change in environment
protection legislation since the original
Environment Protection Act 1970,
according to health & safety, environment
and emergency management consultancy
Greencap.

Read full story

Australians with chronic conditions less
likely to work

Australians with chronic health conditions
are less likely to be gainfully employed in
the labour market, according to a new
report from the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare (AIHW).

Read full story

How can leaders stick to their ethics and
values in hard times?

Like other aspects of health and safety,
ethics and values vary tremendously
across leaders, settings, workplace culture,

Why is employee burnout on the rise
globally?

Employee burnout has increased by more
than 5 per cent over the past 12 months,
according to a new report which has found
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and individual incidents, according to
Curtin University.

Read full story

middle managers and women are reporting
higher levels of burnout within
organisations.

Read full story

 

SafeWork NSW focuses on silica dust
and mental health risks

SafeWork NSW inspectors are kicking off
the new year with a series of construction
site visits to talk about the risks associated
with silica dust exposure and mental ill-
health.

Read full story

WA: consultation open for the Mining
Amendment Bill (No 2) 2021

Western Australia’s Department of Mines,
Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS)
recently invited stakeholders to comment
on the draft Mining Amendment Bill (No 2)
2021.

Read full story
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ACT: occupational lung diseases
strategy launched

WorkSafe ACT recently launched its 2021-
2023 strategy for preventing occupational
lung diseases.

Read full story

VIC: safety alert issued over shipping
containers and extreme weather events

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a safety
alert highlighting the importance of safely
stacking shipping containers to prevent
them from dislodging and falling during
extreme weather events.

Read full story

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The OHS Body Of Knowledge recently published a new chapter on OHS Management Systems.
Written by Nektarios Karanikas, the chapter emphasizes the need for a systems approach that
provides process consistency while recognising inevitable system variability, the
interdependence of system elements, and the importance of participation and shared
learning. The chapter draws on the literature to explore the evidence on the effectiveness of
OHS management systems under the effects of various enablers and barriers, and provides
practical perspectives gained through a forum with OHS professionals.

Read More
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QLD: macadamia nut grower fined over
amputation incident

One of the world’s largest macadamia
producers has been fined more than
$400,000 over a series of work safety
breaches that left workers with serious
injuries, including an injury that resulted in
a forearm amputation.

Read full story

VIC: company and director fined after
worker crushed

A Victorian brick manufacturing company
and its director have been convicted and
ordered to pay more than $50,000 after an
employee was left seriously injured in a
forklift incident.

Read full story

UPCOMING EVENTS
2 February Using Human Centred Design to Build Safety Capacity
4 February Resilimap® Learning Team Programme
7 February Psychosocial Hazards in the Workplace
8 February WISH Webinar: Presenting to a conference

10 February Establishing and Developing Personal Excellence in OHS
17 February Online workshop: Enabling Leadership Programme
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VIC: meat processor fined $400,000
after stockman’s death

A meat processing company in Victoria has
been convicted and fined $400,000
following the death of a worker on a
property at Dunkeld in 2017.

Read full story

WA: drilling company fined $256,000
over death of worker

An exploration drilling company in Western
Australia has been fined $256,000 and
ordered to pay $2363.50 in costs over an
incident in which a contractor died after
being struck by a large stillson wrench.

Read full story
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