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Addressing Humans as Hazards
 
Our feature article of this edition discusses the complexities involved in managing the risk
of humans as a hazard. While we can apply a guard or interlock around a piece of
machinery, human behaviour is a much less straightforward and dynamic hazard. Damian
Hegarty, Partner at HBA Legal explains that there has been a noticeable rise in activity
from regulators in this area following an increase in violence against workers during the
pandemic. Hegarty will be presenting on the topic at this year’s Visions Conference which
is being presented in September in a face-to-face format for the first time since COVID-19.
You can register to join us at Visions here.
 
Have a great week.
 
Naomi Kemp,
AIHS Chairperson

 

INDUSTRY NEWS

https://www.visions.org.au/
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How to address the risk of “humans as
hazards”

When it comes to assessing the role of
people in OHS risks, only a handful of
organisations genuinely assess the risk
associated with “humans as the hazards”
while a larger majority rely on HR zero-
tolerance policies, according to Damian
Hegarty, Partner, HBA Legal.

Read full story

Safety reminder issued on electric
vehicle maintenance

WorkSafe Victoria recently issued a
reminder to employers about their
obligations to provide appropriate training
and supervision as the growing popularity
of electric vehicles sparks new challenges
for mechanics.

Read full story

Gig economy workers fear for their
safety

Many workers in the gig economy are
looking for alternative and more secure
employment arrangements due to fears for
their safety and wellbeing, low pay and
feelings of isolation, according to University
of Melbourne research.

NSW’s workers’ compensation failing
injured workers

Claims under the NSW’s workers’
compensation were declining from 2010
but have flatlined since reforms to the
system which were initiated in 2012,
according to a recent report, which found
there have been approximately 100,000
claims each year.
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Read full story
Read full story

 

SafeWork NSW conducts Wagga
worksite inspection blitz

SafeWork NSW Inspectors will visit the
Wagga Wagga region this week to ensure
businesses are managing risks associated
with loading, unloading, and working
around vehicles, including forklift safety.

Read full story

Updated guidance issued for multiple
language workplaces

WorkSafe Victoria recently released
updated guidance to help Victorian
employers effectively communicate health
and safety messages in workplaces where
multiple languages are spoken.

Read full story

 
POLICY & LEGISLATION
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Unauthorised workers modifying
scaffolding can cause safety risks

NT WorkSafe recently issued a warning to
workers in the construction industry not to
modify scaffolding if they are not authorised
to do so.

Read full story

QLD: asbestos management
compliance campaign launched

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently announced it will begin auditing
businesses operating from buildings likely
to contain asbestos (likely if built before
1990), and those that handle or store
asbestos.

Read full story

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

SAFEfest is underway and is stopping next in Tasmania! Being presented at the RACV Hobart
Hotel on August 31st, the event will incorporate a workshop by Mark Alston on a practical
approach to improving investigations as well as a presentation from the Chief Coroner Olivia
McTaggart and more. Join us for an insightful day with cutting-edge ideas presented by experts
from within the field and plenty of networking opportunities!

Read More
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Worker deaths prompt truck safety
reminder

WorkSafe Victoria is reminding employers
and workers of the hazards involved in
working around trucks after four workers
died in separate incidents over the past two
months.

Read full story

NSW: scaffolding company pleads guilty

A scaffolding company has plead guilty to a
Category 1 offence under NSW’s
workplace safety laws, in relation to the
scaffolding collapse on 1 April 2019 at a
construction site that resulted in the death
of young worker, Christopher Cassaniti,
and serious injuries to another worker.

Read full story

UPCOMING EVENTS
17 August VIC: Emerging Leaders Networking - Taking Charge of your career

24 August QLD: Emerging Leaders Networking - Taking Charge of your
career

25 August Online: Using Human Centred Design to Build Safety Capacity
25 August ACT: High Reliability Organisations Workshop
26 August Hobart Networking Breakfast
7
September

QLD Visions Conference 2022

 
INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS
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Transport business fined $210,000 after
steel pipes crush worker’s leg

A Sydney transport and warehousing
business has been convicted and fined
$210,000 after heavy steel pipes fell from
the back of a flatbed trailer and severed
part of a contracted truck driver’s leg in
2019.

Read full story

SA: salt harvesting company fined
$75,000 over conveyer belt injury

A salt harvesting and selling company in
South Australia has been convicted and
fined $75,000 for exposing their workers to
an unsafe working environment that led to
a worker suffering serious injuries.

Read full story
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