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Electrical Safety in Construction
 
Late last year, we ran a national conference which focused on Electrical Safety in
Construction, for people working on or near the Electrical network. Electricity has been
identified as a leading cause of traumatic injury & fatality in the building and construction
industry for a very long time. We know what the hazards and risks are, but industry-wide,
there is the concern that despite that knowledge, we’re not tackling the risks successfully
enough.
 
When you have the existence of a well-understood hazard carrying a set of catastrophic
risks, and still killing workers, it’s important to strip things back and re-ask a lot of the basic
questions, and this is what I think the conference did well. There may not be too many big
surprises or magic solutions, but what matters, is working out where to focus our joint
energy toward improving things.  
 
Out of this event, through the combined feedback of participants, a short industry brief
was produced and has been included in this edition. No magic solutions, but it's worth a
look. Based on participant feedback, we’ll be keeping this discussion going and revisiting
the issues with a second conference next year.
 
Have a great week.   
 
David Clarke,
Chief Executive Officer
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Coronal inquest under consideration for
food delivery industry

The NSW Coroners Court is considering a
coronial inquest that would investigate
safety standards in the gig economy
following the deaths of four food delivery
riders.

Read full story

Electrical Safety in Australia’s
Construction Industry

Outputs and learnings relating to the
conduct of the National Electrical Safety in
Construction Conference 12- 14 October
2021 - Industry Briefing Note.

Read full story

What are the top HSE skills employers
want?

COVID-related challenges turbo-charged
demand for work health and safety
professionals in 2021, according to a new
analysis of HSE jobs nationally.

Read full story

QLD and NSW safety regulators issue
flood clean-up warnings

Workplace Health and Safety Queensland
recently urged workers, helpers and
homeowners to clean up safely following
Queensland’s recent deluge which has left
many properties and businesses flooded.

Read full story
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WA: new code of practice for excavation
work issued

Western Australia’s Department of Mines,
Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS)
recently issued a code of practice that
provides practical guidance to prevent
occupational injury and disease in all
workplaces where excavation and
associated earthworks are performed.

Read full story

QLD: safety warning issued over carbon
monoxide generator use

With Queensland battered by heavy rains
and floods recently, Workplace Health and
Safety Queensland issued a safety warning
that cleaning up after storms comes with a
range of risks to health and safety.

Read full story

 
POLICY & LEGISLATION

https://www.hearxgroup.com/heartest-occupational-health-solution?utm_source=AIHS_hTest+Occ+Health_+Website+ad_Q4_2021%2F2022&utm_medium=AIHS_hTest+Occ+Health_+Website+ad_Q4_2021%2F2022&utm_campaign=AIHS_hTest+Occ+Health_+Website+ad_Q4_2021%2F2022&utm_content=Third+Party+Marketing
https://aswa.net.au/about-us/wellness-in-your-workplace/
https://www.cqu.edu.au/courses/safety-sciences-courses?utm_source=ohsprofessional&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=dom_inpractice_2022&utm_content=sponsored_banner_ohs
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WA: guidance issued on COVID-19
mental health

Western Australia’s Department of Mines,
Industry Regulation and Safety (DMIRS)
recently issued guidance for employers to
assist in looking after employee mental
health through COVID-19.

Read full story

VIC: workplaces benefit by boosting
mental health

More than 11,000 workers have benefited
from mental health initiatives funded in the
first round of grants under WorkSafe
Victoria’s WorkWell program, reducing
absenteeism, and increasing worker
retention, satisfaction and wellbeing.

Read full story

 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
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https://www.aihs.org.au/about/aihs-awards
https://occupationalhearingloss.questionpro.com.au/
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VIC: school fined $140,000 after tree
branch death

Melbourne private school Haileybury has

WA: companies fined after workers
exposed to asbestos

Monadelphous Engineering Associates and

Join us for a webinar panel discussion with our winners from the 2021 Australian Workplace
Health & Safety Awards on the topic of 'Identifying Risks and Improvements for a Safer
Workplace'. This webinar will provide perspectives and insights into the process of identifying
risks within the workplace, and the steps needed to implement workplace change for positive
safety outcomes.

Read More

UPCOMING EVENTS
11 March WA: OHS BoK Breakfast - "Chapter 6 Health"
15 March Webinar: Usability Mapping Awareness
17 March WA: Psychosocial Hazards in the Workplace
20 March QLD: ANZSOM Annual Scientific Meeting 2022
22 March NT: NT Branch Strategic Planning Session
28 March Webinar: Complexity - even dead fish go with the flow Master Class

 
INCIDENTS AND PROSECUTIONS

https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/vic-school-fined-140000-after-tree-branch-death
https://www.aihs.org.au/news-and-publications/news/wa-companies-fined-after-workers-exposed-asbestos
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https://www.aihs.org.au/events/psychosocial-hazards-in-workplace-1
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/anzsom-annual-scientific-meeting-2022
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/nt-branch-strategic-planning-session
https://www.aihs.org.au/events/art-work-complexity-even-dead-fish-go-flow-master-class-0
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been convicted and fined a total of
$140,000 after a grounds worker died
when he was struck by a tree branch in
2018.

Read full story

Alcoa of Australia were recently fined more
than $50,000 after two workers were
exposed to asbestos at Alcoa’s Pinjarra
alumina refinery in January 2018.

Read full story

SA: stock/pet food manufacturer fined
$390,000 over worker death

A Barossa Valley manufacturer of stock
feed and pet food that failed to identify a
hazard and ensure appropriate control
measures were in place has been
convicted and fined $390,000.

Read full story

QLD: truckie fined after teenager
crushed in workplace incident

An experienced truck driver has pleaded
guilty in the Longreach Magistrates Court
to breaching his work health and safety
duty over an incident in which a young
worker was crushed and spent 18 days in
hospital.

Read full story
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